Royalist Capital

With the Restoration a new kind of student came
into prominence. Very different from his mediaeval
brother was the new type of rich " young gentleman "
so wittily satirised by Dr Earle, as one who came to
Oxford to wear a gown and to say hereafter that he
had been at the University, ** His father sent him
thither because he heard that there were the best
fencing and dancing schools. . . . Of all things he
endures not to be mistaken for a scholar." For it
was now the fashion for students to live like men of
the world, to keep dogs and horses, to swash it in
apparel, to wear long periwigs. -They discussed
public affairs and read the news-letters in the coffee-
houses. For Cauopus, the Cretan, had set the ex-
ample of drinking coffee, and in 1651 Jacob the Jew
opened a coffee-house at the Angel. Four years
later Arthur Tillyard, "an apothecary and great
Royalist, sold coffee publicly in his house against All
Souls* College. He was encouraged to do so," says
Wood, "by some royalists and by the company of
*Vertuosi/ chiefly All Souls* men, amongst whom
was numbered Christopher Wren."

With the Restoration, too, the study of mere
Divinity began to go out of fashion, and a humane
interest in letters began to manifest itself. Plays,
poems and drollery, the old-fashioned scholars com-
plained, were in request. Science, too, suddenly be-
came fashionable. Charles and the Duke of Bucking-
ham took a keen interest in chemistry ; Prince Rupert
solaced his old age with the glass drops which are
called after his name. At Oxford many scholars
already had private laboratories. Robert Boyle and
Peter Sthael had for some time been lecturing on
chemistry at the Ram Inn (113 High Street) to
the curious, John Locke included. The King now
gave its tide to the Royal Society, which had its
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